The Prince's Foundation for

Children & the Arts

PoetryQuest
National Festival Finale
7" to 9'" July 2010

Kensington Gardens, London, W2 2UH
(next to Hyde Park)

About Kensington Gardens

Kensington Gardens spans more than 260 acres and was originally joined with Hyde
Park. The tree lined gardens are also the grounds of Kensington Palace, the royal
residency chosen by both William Ill and Mary IIl. Queen Victoria was born in Kensington
Palace.

Kensington Gardens were shaped and landscaped under the careful watch of George
II's wife, Queen Caroline. It was she who had the Serpentine Lake built and much of the
shrubberies and tree-lined areas where to her design. The Serpentine Lake is popular
among model boat enthusiasts.

One of the most memorable features of Kensington Gardens is the Bronze statue of
Peter Pan covered with woodland creatures. The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial
Playground sees more than 70,000 children a year using its facilities. The Elfin Oak is an
ornate carved trunk, originally from Richmond Park; the carvings are of elves and fairytale
creatures.

About PoetryQuest

PoetryQuest is a national arts project designed by the Prince’s Foundation for Children
and the Arts. Children from four areas across the UK — Wakefield, Birmingham,
Nottingham and Merthyr Tydfil, have visited their local arts venue, and worked with a
professional poet, visual artist and arts educator. They have their own ‘poetry tipis’ - a
magical performance space in which they can experience the pleasures of telling their
own epic story through poetry and display their artwork.

The Festival

In Kensington Gardens we will set up all 32 tipis decorated by the children involved in
the project. Alongside these tipis there will be 6, 20 ft tipis in which workshops with a
poet or a visual artist will take place. The whole site will be set up to create a
celebratory festival atmosphere. As the finale is taking place in London we would like to
invite some London schools to attend.

We are delighted to invite your year 5 & 6 classes to PoetryQuest
All the information about the festival is included in this pack but if you have any queries
please contact Elizabeth (details at the bottom of the page). Please do let me know if
you are able to join us as soon as possible to ensure your places at the event. We need
numbers by no later than 28™ May 2010.

The RSVP form is included at the back of this pack along with a checklist of other
information we will need from you.

If you have any queries please contact Elizabeth Kennedy:
E:elizabeth.kennedy@childrenandarts.org.uk

T:020 3326 2236, F:020 7937 1651
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Timings

Schools are invited to arrive for a morning or afternoon session on one of the three days
of the festival. The morning sessions start at 10.30am and afternoon starts at 2.30pm.
Each session will follow a similar timetable to the one below.

Timetable for Friday 9th July 2010
10.30am Schools arrive and are shown around the site.

10.50am  Welcome from Elizabeth Kennedy.

10.55am Introduction from a VIP.

11.15am  Poetry and Visual Arts workshops will take place in each of the 20ft tipis. Half the
children will take part in poetry and half with visual arts swapping in the afternoon.

These workshops give the children the chance to explore poetry and visual arts in
an exciting festival environment.

12.00pm  Lunch break (please bring packed lunches with you)
12.30pm  Poetry and Visual Arts workshops will take place in each of the 20ft tipis

1.15pm Workshop finishes, a big thank you to everyone attending!
End.

Travel

Coaches

If you are coming by coach then your coach will need to drop you off at the top of West
Carriage Drive in the park (please see map on previous page). there is a list of coach
car parks and parking bays on the Transport for London website -
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/businessandpartners/coachoperators/1252.aspx

For security reasons all coaches must be issued with a pass. We will need
contact details of your coach companies to arrange this (see checklist).

Tube

The nearest tube station is Lancaster Gate on the Central Line. You will see the park as
you exit the tube station. As you enter the park you will see the festival site on your left
hand side. Turn left and follow the path around to the right.

Bus

The 98, 148 and 390 go along Bayswater Road and the 9, 10, 52, 70 and 452 go along
Kensington Road. From Euston and Kings Cross train stations you can take the 390
bus towards Notting Hill Gate.

If you have any queries please contact Elizabeth Kennedy:
E:elizabeth.kennedy@childrenandarts.org.uk
T:020 3326 2236, F:020 7937 1651



http://www.tfl.gov.uk/businessandpartners/coachoperators/1252.aspx
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Map and Directions
Coach drop off point
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PoetryQuest Festival Finale Site

If you have any queries please contact Elizabeth Kennedy:
E:elizabeth.kennedy@childrenandarts.org.uk
T:020 3326 2236, F:020 7937 1651
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Coach drop off point

If you have any queries please contact Elizabeth Kennedy:
E:elizabeth.kennedy@childrenandarts.org.uk
T:020 3326 2236, F:020 7937 1651




